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CONFIDENTIAL OSLO 2383 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, NO, US 

SUBJECT: ALLEGATIONS IN COLBY BOOK 

1 . RECENTLY PUBLISHED BOOK BY WILLIAM COLBY, FORMER CIA 
DIRECTOR, HAS RECEIVED FRONT PAGE COVERAGE IN THE OSLO 
PRESS, DUE TO COLBY'S ACCOUNTS CONCERNING THE 1950S BUILD- 
UP IN SCANDINAVIA OF SECRET GROUPS TO BE ACTIVATED IN CASE 
OF A SOVIET INVASION. 

2. PROMINENT NORWEGIANS, INCLUDING FORMER PRIME MINISTER 
GERHARDSEN, HAVE DENIED THE COLBY ALLEGATIONS. FORMER 
INTELLIGENCE CHIEF WILHELM EVANG. HOWEVER, HAS INDICATED 
THAT SUCH ACTIVITIES WERE POSSIBLE ALTHOUGH HE, EVANG, 

WAS UNAWARE OF THEM. 

3. SEVERAL NORWEGIAN OPINION LEADERS HAVE COMMENTED ON 
THE RECURRENT PATTERN OF THE "KISS AND TELL" BOOK ON US 
INTELLIGENCE OPERATIONS. THEY POINT OUT THAT THE NORWEGIANS 
APPEAR TO HAVE GONE ALONG FOR YEARS KEEPING THINGS SECRET, 

ONLY TO SEE THE FORMER CIA DIRECTOR DESCRIBE SECRET 
ACTIVITIES IN PRINT. SOME HAVE ALSO ASKED EMBOFFS ABOUT 
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THE NATURE, IF ANY, OF USG RESTRICTIONS ON GOVERNMENT 
MEMOIRS. 

4. TO DATE, THE EMBASSY HAS RECEIVED NO INQUIRIES ON 

THE COLBY BOOK (HOLIDAYS ON MAY 15 AND 17 MAY HAVE HELPED). 

IF QUESTIONED WE INTEND, WITH DEPARTMENT'S CONCURRENCE, 

TO REPLY THAT THE EMBASSY DOES NOT, AS A MATTER OF POLICY, 
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COMMENT ON STORIES OF THIS TYPE. 
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